
Friday Letter 
9.13.19 
Happy Friday CMS Families! 
We’ve had another fantastic week here at CMS and we’ll jump right into this week’s highlight as 
there is a lot worth reading about! 
Highlight of the Week: 2019 Serve A Thon! 
Today over 600 middle students engaged in community service for two hours as part of our 
annual fundraiser, the CMS Serve A Thon.  Added up, that’s over 1200 student hours dedicated 
to the purpose of improving our community, giving where there is need, and providing service 
for institutions helping those less fortunate than ourselves. I can’t imagine a better way to raise 
money for a school! 
In an effort to bring the positive impact from this program back to our students we will be hosting 
an event on Thursday, October 10th, where we will give the products and funds raised to the 
organizations that have partnered with us this year.  We hope that this brings the activity in a 
complete circle as students connect their fundraising efforts and time spent engaged in service 
to the end product, the results of 1200 hours of student service, and the positive impact this 
work has on the world.  We’ve engaged in this presentation for three years now and we feel like 
it adds a lot to our program.   If you happen to have some time and would like to see this 
presentation, feel free to join us, but please check in with the office first for your guests pass. 
Setting up the Serve-A-Thon is a tremendous undertaking and there are many people who 
deserve our appreciation.  For starters, Amy Williams Melton, Pia Garneau, and our own 
Cathleen Rice, have all gone above and beyond to make sure everything about this fundraiser 
has been set up and run smoothly.  In addition, the members of our PTO Board have been 
involved every step of the way, collecting and counting funds, recruiting parents to help with 
various events, and ensuring that this year’s fundraiser has been successful.  Thanks goes out 
to Eva Gudbergsdottir, Angie Sullivan, Alicia Tao, and Lovina Worick for their work on this year’s 
SAT!  Finally, this event takes numerous volunteers and we’ve had a number of parents step 
forward to take on important roles in the program this year.  In fact, so many people volunteered 
their time for our Serve A Thon that I cannot produce an accurate list at this time (I’ll make sure 
to do so later!).  To all our volunteers, thank you for helping make this event a fantastic success. 
We deeply appreciate your contributions today and to our overall program.  Thanks you! 
I’d like to once again express my gratitude for the tremendous financial support CMS receives 
through this fundraiser.  This year we’ve received nearly $60,000 in donations and we are 
extremely grateful to all who participated in this effort to raise money for the students and 
programs CMS proudly offers.  Funds donated to CMS help us run educational programs that 
move well beyond what most public schools have to offer.  In addition, funds from this program 
help us create and maintain many of the fun events that take place at CMS on a regular basis 
including free dances, Fun Friday Activities, Spirit Competitions, field trips, and the continued 
sponsorship of many clubs and student activities.  Finally, funds are also often spent on campus 
improvements and include everything from classroom furniture and technology to outdoor ping 
pong tables and our volleyball court.  Thanks to your generosity, we are able to make CMS a 
great place for all middle school students!  Thank you! 
  



The Week Ahead 
We’ve got a busy week ahead, highlighted by two major events.  First, our 8th Grade Lava Beds 
trip will head for Lava Beds National Monument on Sunday morning for a week long adventure 
involving science, history, caving, assembly line food and dish washing, and camping (without 
showers!).  This trip is one a great event for those brave enough to go and the experience is 
simply incredible.  Huge thanks to our parent and staff chaperones along with Joe Guzzi who 
has taken over all logistical organization of this event for several years.  
We’ll also kick off our MBOE (Monterey Bay Outdoor Education) program on Monday.  Student 
should come to school on Monday ready to go!  We have three days of field trip adventures and 
great learning experiences planned for our 7th grade students, and we can’t wait to embark on 
this year’s Monterey Bay Outdoor Education Week! An email will be sent home on Sunday night 
as a reminder to prepare for this experience.  
8th Grade Hamilton Trip: We’re just a week away from sending our 8th grade class to see 
Hamilton.  In the upcoming week you’ll hear a bit more about this, but, as we’ve focused much 
energy on other events I thought I’d make sure to add it here so it stays on your radar! 
Hamilton: Sept. 25, Orpheum Theater, San Francisco.  
Announcements and Community Events 
The Glass Pumpkin Patch of Carmel  
Saturday & Sunday 
September 14th + 15th, 10am to 5pm 
MEarth at the Hilton Bialek Habitat | 4380 Carmel Valley Road, 93923 
 
Join us for our 7th annual fall fundraising event that will feature the critically-acclaimed work of 
Nick Leonoff, and other featured artists in a breathtaking display of over 1,500 hand-blown 
glass pumpkins, each a unique treasure of its own. Attendees will also enjoy kids activities, 
live music, and a Chef Showcase of seasonal small bites, amidst MEarth's late-summer 
gardens.  
 
FREE admission, with glass pumpkins and food tickets available for purchase. 
  
9/24 PTO Welcome New Families Night – Come out and join in some fun with pizza, pinball, 
and the chance to meet new people!  Click on the link here for more information! 
CMS PTO Welcome New Families Night  
  
First Friday Coffee - a fun and casual meet up for our middle school moms and dads.   The 
first Friday of each month at Coffee Bank from 8:00-9:30 am on the back patio.  This is an 
opportunity to just connect, ask questions, make new friends, and enjoy conversation over a cup 
of coffee.  We hope to see you there!  Please help spread the word.    Upcoming dates: Oct. 4, 
Nov. 1, and Dec. 6. at Coffee Bank located at  26135 Carmel Rancho  
  
Carmel High School’s This Club Saves Lives will be hosting a Thirst Gala at MEarth on 
Friday, September 27th at 6:00 PM.  Tickets for this event are available at 
www.thisclubsaveslives.org and cost $25 for adults and $10 for kids.  Ticket prices include 

https://mearthcarmel.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=313b7e3e57b29b48cf2160c46&id=11c13a608f&e=85977f03ad
http://evite.me/QeEJHqGajE
http://www.thisclubsaveslives.org/


dinner and entertainment brought to you by the Carmel High School Singer/Songwriters Guild 
and all proceeds will go to benefit impoverished communities in which even basics such as 
clean drinking water are hard to come by.  Come on out and enjoy a wonderful evening while 
supporting a fantastic cause and a great group of passionate CHS students! 
Calendar 
SEPTEMBER 
15 - 20. 8th Grade Lava Bed Trip 
16-18. 7th Grade MBOE 
17. Sportsnet opens for Fall sport registration 
26. Monterey Jazz Festival and Lunch Concert, Monterey Fairgrounds 10:55 - 12:55 p.m. 
27. Serve A Thon Pizza Lunch 
30. Serve A Thon Jamba Juice 
OCTOBER 
3. Serve A Thon Taco Lunch 
7. Fall Strings Concert, CMS Theater, 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. 
8. CMS: Fall Conferences and Minimum Day, school dismissed at 12:00 
10. Conference Night 5:00 - 6:30 p.m. 
11. Serve A Thon Student Rewards Day 
14. - 18. October Break 
23. Picture Retake Day 
24. Fall Choir Concert, CHS Performing Arts Center 7:00 - 9:00 p.m 
25. Halloween Dance, CMS Gym, 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. 
28. - 31. Red Ribbon Week 
NOVEMBER 
1. Minimum Day- school dismissed at 12:00 p.m. 
11. Veteran’s Day / School closed 
12 - 15 Kindness Week 
15. End of 1st Trimester 
15. Drama Presents - Fall Play 
26. Staff vs. Student Volleyball Game 
27 - 29. Thanksgiving Break 
DECEMBER 
4-6 Rosicrucian Museum Field Trip; 6th Grade Core 
6. Carmel Tree Lighting Ceremony, Carmel By the Sea 
8. Tree of Life Lighting and Ceremony 
9 - 18 Canned Food Drive 
10. Winter Concert, CMS Gym, 8:00 - 9:00 p.m. 
10 -12. Chinese Finals 
16 - 18. Spanish Finals 
18. Cougar Cub Concert, CMS Gym , 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. 
19. BAC Activity (5th period) 
23 - Jan. 3 Winter Break - School closed 
  



 


